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INTRODUCTION

On May 12, 2015, theMaryland General Assembly and Governor Larry Hogan enacted
HB278 to authorizea Task Forceto Study the Implementationof a Dyslexia Education
Programin Maryland The Task Force was establishedin response tgarent, teacher,and
studenttestimony that reading difficulties and dyslexia were not adequatelyaddressedy
publicschoolsn Maryland

The legislative chargeme:

(1) Makerecommendationsegardinghow theterms"Dyslexid and"TargetedStudents should
bedefined.

(2) Determinecurrent practicedor identifying and treatingdyslexiain studentsin Maryland
public schools.
(3) Determine currenpracticedor identifying andtreatingdyslexiain other states.

(4) Determinethe componentsand costsof successfullyslexiaeducationprogramsestablished
in Pilot Costs in Other States.

(5) Determinethe appropriatestructurefor establishinga dyslexiaeducatiorprogramandmake
recommendationsn:

() the feasibility of funding a Pilot dyslexia education program through the State
Department of Education or alternative funding mechanismsand sourcesor both,
including researchingrantopportunities;
(i) the methodologieghat shouldbe used totest students and identiflyslexiaand pre-
dyslexia tendencigs students;
(i) theappropriateageto begintestingfor dyslexig and
(iv) the best practicefor treatingand educatingstudentsdentified ashavingdyslexia

(6) Developa pilot programto initiate the implementatiorof the recommendationef the Task
Forcein anappropriatelfimited geographicahrea.

In April 2016 HB 895 and SB 823, introduced by Delegate Anne Kaiser and Senator Joan Carter
Conway, respectively, were enacted and signed by the Governor. These bills served to extend the
reporting deadline for the Task Force from December 30, 2015, teniber 30, 2016, and
extendedthe authorized completionlate of June30, 2017. The following amendments were
included in HB895 and SB 823.

0 One member of the Task Force who is an administrator of a teacher training program; One

1



Report of the Task Force to Study the Implementation of a Dyslexia Education Program

O«

O«

member who igmployed by an institution of higher education with expertise in research
methodology;

A requirement to determine how the terms
defined;

A requirement to determine the components and costs of successful dgslecaion
programs in other states;

A requirement to include research on potential grant opportunities to fund the pilot (in
addition to researching other funding mechanisms in the original bill

TheTaskForcemeton 10 separate occasions with each mgetcheduled for 3 hours:

T
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Septembel7,2015
SeptembeR4,2015
October8, 2015
October23,2015
November6, 2015
Decembes, 2015
June29,2016

July 27,2016
August 16, 2016
SeptembeR?2, 2016

This document is submitted on behalf of the Task Force to Study the Implementation of a
DyslexiaEducationProgram by the Maryland State Department of Educafidre views of the

Task Force expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the Maryland State
Department of Education.
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TASK FORCE TO STUDY THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A
DYSLEXIA EDUCATION PROGRAM

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Task Forceto Studythe Implementationof a Dyslexia EducationProgram,HB 278 was
enactedoy the Maryland GeneralAssemblyand signedby the Governorin May 2015,andwas
amendedn April 2016by SB 823 Chapter234.

Task Forcememberswould like to thankthe Maryland GeneralAssemblyand GovernorLarry
S. Hogan for the opportunity to study the current practicesfor studentswith dyslexia in
Ma r y | @ubltt 6sshoolsand to make recommendationgor a pilot Dyslexia Education
Programthatcanprovide best practices for Statewide impact.

Task Force Structure and Function

The TaskForcemetfor ten, threehour sessionsvith the last half hour of eachsessiordedicated
to public testimony. The Task Force meeting dates were publicized and all Task Force

documentsare available on Livebinderscom All meetings were open to the public and

documentscontinueto be availableto the public via Livebinders.comEach meetingfocused
on at least one of the legislative chargesrequiredby HB 278 with topics presented Imational

researchersand experts Topics includedcurrent researchand evidencebasedpracticesin the

field of dyslexia identification, assessmentand instruction; dyslexia and underserved
populations; blendingof generaleducationand specialeducationfunding; and considerations
in the developmenof pilot programs.

Task Forcemembershad an opportunityto query speakersand usedthe presentednformation

to inform the work and formulate Task Force recommendationsTask Force members held
virtual and faceo-face subcommittee meetings relatéd tasks included in HB278 and
subsequently SB823 and HB8%ubcommitteechairs provided updates to the full Task Force at
public meetings and assisted with writing the final répor

Current practices for studentswho are struggling readers

Throughpublic testimony and Task Force surveyargmtsand educatorexpresseaoncernthat

dyslexiais not acknowledgedor identified as a conditionof specific learning disabilityin
Marylandpublic schools despiteits inclusionasa conditionof ispeci fi ¢ | earni ng
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (34 CFR 300.8(c)(10) and its
implementing federal and State regulations, Code of Maryland Regula(C@MAR)
(13A.05.01.03B(73). When readingifficulties are characterizedby deficits aligned with

dyslexia, scientific researchhas identified specific instructionalmethodsand strategiesthat

improve the readingskills in this populationof learners. When learning isstudentcentered,

access means teaching students at their instructional level gradually building skilighth
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evidencebased practiceCurrently, across the State, many teachers report limited knowledge
regarding dyslexia and practicémt produce resulia this population of learners.

The Dyslexia Task Forceenvisionsa future for strugglingand at risk readersand studentswho
havedyslexiathatincorporates:

earlyidentificationof readingdifficulties;
foundationakreadingpreparatiorandpracticefor teacherandadministrators;
asystematic infrastructure for effectiveadinginstruction and

supportand monitoring of progressgearedto improve instruction through datadriven
decisionsatthe classroonmievel.

L

What is dyslexia(see page 49)

Contrary to popular belief, dyslexia not identified when studentsor adults seelettersand
words backwards. Dyslexia is a languagebased, reading disorder distinguished by
neurobiologicalorigins and specific neurologicalactivation patterns(neural signatures)during
reading (Pugh, et al., 2003) Per the International Dyslexia AssociatioR,Dy s | ig x i a
characterizedby difficulties with accurateand/orfluent word recognitionand by poor spelling
and decodingabilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological
componentof languagethat is often unexpectedn relation to other cognitive abilities and
the provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary consequencesnay include
problemsin reading comprehensioand reducedreadingexperiencdahat canimpedegrowth of

vocabularyand backgroundnowledge o'

The human brain is preprogrammedto understandand use oral languageduring typical
development.However, the brain is not hardwired for reading as a natural developmental
occurrence.Rather, for many individuals, reading must be explicitly taught. Decadesof
researchvalidate the languagebasis of dyslexia and pinpoint key areasof differencein the
languagecentersof the brain. Despite the plethora of research and no empirical evidence, the
public persistsin erroneouslybelieving that dyslexiais a visual disorderof readingand that
individualswho havedyslexiaseelettersand words backwardgCatts, 1989, 1993; Kamhi &
Catts 2002, 2012; Lyon, Shaywitz,& Shaywitz 2003; Pugh & McCardle, 2011; Puranik,
Petscher,Otabia, & Catts,2008; Rimrodt & Cutting, 2007;Handler & Fierson, 2011). When
children and adults struggle with their ability to decode(sound out) words, neuroimaging
studieshave demonstratedhat the b r a iactidty is markedly different from the activities
recordedin the brainsof typically developingreadersand proficient adultreadersThe areasof
difference involve areasof the brain that are critical for oral language.Therefore,it is
commonlyacceptedhatreadingis alanguageactivity, andsuccessfulreadingdepends upon

1 InternationaDyslexiaAssociationNov. 12, 2002 www.interdys.org


http://www.interdys.org/

























































































































































































































































































































